Source of material
The title compound, a known species [1] , was isolated as yellow blocks from the slow evaporation of an acetonitrile/chloroform (1/1) solution of the compound.
Experimental details
The Η atoms were placed in their geometrically calculated positions and included in the final refinement in the riding model approximation.
Discussion
The zinc-triad 1,1-dithiolates (e.g. dithiocarbamate, "S2CNR2; xanthate, "S2COR) are known to adopt a wide variety of structural motifs [2] . The diversity in structures is tantalising and an attempt has been made, based on qualitative arguments, to rationalise the appearance of different aggregates and arrays for the binary mercury dithiocarbamates [3] . Difficulties in the field are evident when one considers the appearance of both a monomeric [1, 4] andadimericformofHg(S2CNEt2)2 [1] . In the desire to acquire high quality geometric parameters to enable valence bond sum calculations to be conducted, a new refinement for the monomeric form of Hg(S2CNEt2>2 has been undertaken as the original studies were performed using photographic methods [1, 4] . The centrosymmetric molecule of [Hg(S2CNEt2)2]2 is illustrated in the figure. The coordination environment is defined by a two S atoms of a chelating ligand and two S atoms derived from bridging dithiocarbamate ligands. The Hg atom exists in a distorted tetrahedral geometry (range of S-Hg-S angles: 70.40(3)°, for the chelate angle, to 144.88(3)°). The key bond distances are d(Hg-S1, S2, S3 & S4') of 2.518(1 ) Â, 2.6408(9) Â, 2.6724(9) A and 2.422(1) Â, respectively for symmetry operation i: -x, -y, 1-z. Finally, there is a transannular Hg-S3' contact amounting to 3.1305(9) Â. 
